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2 Claims. 


The invention described herein may be manu- 
factured and used by or for the Government for 
governmental purposes, without the payment to 
me of any royalty thereon. 

5 This invention relates 
laying vehicles. 

The purpose of this invention is to provide 8 
track which is conveniently formed of sections in 
the manner of a jointed link track but which oper- 

10 ates in flection in the manner of a jointless band 
track.. The track is composed of a series of rubber 
blocks whose inner sides constitute a rail for. the 
supporting wheels of the vehicle and whose outer 
sides are adapted to engage the ground. 

Anovel reinforcement is embedded in the blocks 
which are laterally confined by the connecting 
links. 

"То these and other ends, the invention consists 
in the construction, arrangement. and combina- 
20 tion of elements described hereinafter and pointed 
out in the claims forming a part of this specifica- 
tion. 

A practical embodiment of the invention is illus- 
trated in the accompanying drawing, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view partly in section of a por- 
tion of the lower flight of an endless track con- 
structed in accordance with the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a view partly in side elevation and part- 
ly in section taken on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1. 

30 | Fig. 3.15 a sectional view on the line 3—3 of the 

line 3-3 of Fig; 1. 

ак, 4 isa longitudinal sectional view. through а 
modified form. of block, and 
. Fig. Sis а longitudinal sectional view of another 
35 modified form:of: block. МС 

этпе ‘track:comprises а. series of shoes А con- 
nected in spaced relation by links B mounted on 
the link pins C. 

‘The shoes are all identical and each consists of 

40 а block 4 of resilient material such as rubber ca- 
pable of bending. sufficiently -to enable an end- 
less track formed of the blocks to be trained about 
the wheels of a vehicle. The inner sides of the 
blocks form a rail for the wheels of the vehicle 
45 while the outer sides are.adapted to provide a 
traction surface for engaging the ground. The 
outer portion of the block designated by a—b is 
preferably of harder and tougher rubber than the 


to a track for track- 


15 


25 


remaining portion b—c which is intended to af- 
50 ford flexibility. 

The link pins C extend laterally through each 
block adjacent its ends and project sufficiently to 
accommodate the links B. Each link B has a pair 
of apertures 5—5 for receiving the projecting ends 

55 of the adjoining link pins C of adjoining shoes A, 
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On the outer side of each link is a laterally pro- 
jecting flange 6 which preferably has turned ends 
77 to hook over the link pins. A bolt insertable 
between the link pins has a wedge-shaped head 
8 receivable in slots 9 in the link pins. The shank 60 | 
10 of the bolt passes through an aperture 11 in 
the flange 6 and a nut 12 is applied thereto until 
it bears against the flange. This connection holds 
the links in place and locks the associated link pins 
against independent rotational movement. The 65 
turned ends 7 also constitute driving lugs for tak- 
ing the drive from a sprocket wheel. As clearly 
seen in Figs. 1 and 2 the links B laterally support 
and confine the resilient material of the blocks 
except at the center thereof. The upper edge of 70 
the link is preferably in the plane ої the under 
side of the rubber block to prevent the margin of 
the block from overlapping the edge of the link. 

The rubber blocks 4 are preferably reinforced. 
As shown in Fig. 2 the reinforcement consists of 75 
cords 13 trained about the pair of link pins Cc 
of each shoe. In forming the shoe А the cords 
are positioned on the link pins C which are held 
in spaced relation in any suitable manner. The 
rubber block is then applied by molding or elec- 
tro-deposition so that the pins, cord and rubber 
are vulcanized together and a unitary structure 
is formed in which the pins are not rotatable in 
the block. i 

In Fig. 4 the cords 13a are alternately crossed. 

In Fig. 5 the reinforcement consists of one or 
more spring steel plates 14 resting on the flattened 
surface 15 of a pair of link pins 16—16 and 5е- 
cured thereto by means of pins 17. The rubber 
block 18 is then applied as in the case of Fig. 2. 

I claim: 
1, In a track for track-laying vehicles, a series 
of spaced shoes, each shoe consisting of a rubber 
block, a pair ої link pins extending laterally. 
through and fixed in opposite ends of each block, 95 
said pins projecting beyond. the sides of the block, ` 
links:connecting adjoining pins of adjoining shoes, 
said links laterally confining said block, and means 
for locking the pins against independent rota- 
tional movement in the links. 100 
. 2. In а track for track-laying vehicles, a series · 
of spaced shoes, each shoe consisting of a rubber 
block, a pair of link pins extending laterally 
through and fixed in opposite ends of each block, 
said pins projecting beyond the sides of the block, 105 
and links rigidly connecting adjoining pins of 


adjoining shoes. х 
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